
 

 

Our Approach to Comprehension 

 

Comprehension is taught using VIPERS (with grateful thanks to The Literacy Shed) 
which can be found displayed in every classroom in KS1 and KS2. This structure 
ensures full coverage of the National Curriculum objectives and the Content Domains 
against which, our children are formally assessed.  

 

The VIPERS mnemonic focuses on six skills which are implicit in becoming a 
successful comprehender. 

 

 

These skills are explicitly taught and then applied throughout the year across a range 
of texts.  Along with this, we have a set of question stems for each skill which are used 
consistently in the teaching of comprehension which builds the children’s familiarity 
with what each domain requires them to do.   

Here are some examples of the Vocabulary question stems we use: 

               

 



 

 

We also expose our children to a range of styles for each domain which may include: 

 find and copy 
 ordering 
 matching 
 true / false 
 multiple choice 

This is how some questions will look: 

 

Vocabulary is pre-taught and explored in order to aid the children’s understanding of 
the text, through a range of activities: 

 establishing the definition 
 using the word in context 
 finding synonyms 
 finding antonyms 
 root words (Y5/6) 

 

Children are taught how to use dictionaries and thesauruses effectively to increase 
their vocabulary and therefore understanding.   

                


